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Rays of Hope for Haiti meets with the Most Reverend Monsignor Bishop Miot, Archbishop of
Port au Prince
On a recent visit to Haiti, members of the Rays of Hope for Haiti Board met with Bishop Miot, a long
time friend of our program. Bishop Miot shared with us much about the current economic struggles of
the Church in Haiti and their needs in outreach to the poor. He also shared excited ideas which
hopefully will help to improve turnover time of our relief containers which we ship into Haiti. We are
excited about these ideas and will test them early in 2009.
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We Need Your Help! Paint available
An abundance of donated items in the Grand Rapids Rays of Hope for Haiti has a large selection of paint that can
warehouse waiting for sponsors to help send them to be shipped to Haiti. This donation comes from a private donor
Haiti- who contracted with Sherman Williams to receive all their

Rays of Hope for Haiti is blessed with an abundance of returns and discontinued products. Most of the paint is special
supplies in our warehouse to ship to specific programs in order, individual colors. However it is high quality paint and
Haiti, but currently we have no money to ship these supplies. can be used for small projects or mixed together with a base
Last year's hurricanes really emptied our financial reserve. color for greater amounts. Paint is stored at another
Can you help with this immediate need? We have supplies warehouse location and can be looked over by appointment.
packed and ready to go for the following programs but need We can ship the paint to Haiti (normal shipping charges apply)
help with shipping costs: and the paint is free- however a donation would be
*CASEDHAI- 4 Treadle sewing machines and fabric ® appreciated to help offset the cost or warehouse rental. For
woman'’s work cooperative The cost to ship these suppliesto ¢ more information contact Doug Porritt at Rays of Hope for
Haiti is $600. In addition we have 3 4’ x 4’ crates filled with §  Haiti.
rice and other food items for the children of the CASEDHAI M
feeding program. Each crate costs $450 to ship to Haiti @
*E| Shaddai Orphanage- Food! We have two 4’ x 4 crates v OPAC
filled with rice and other food items for the children at El y |While visiting Rev. Leriche Roosevelt we
Shaddai orphanage. Each crate costs $450 to ship to Haiti. § |traveled to a community living along the
Calvary Chapel in Caneille- Bless the Lord we have donated § beach on the island of La Gonave. This
55 gallon barrels of canned food from a local food ¥ |€Xtremely ~poor community has no

distribution warehouse that can help so many. Each barrel v | '€Sources for clean water. In fact they took
costs $63 to ship to Haiti. us to a small reservoir that filters off from

. , the ocean where the people get their
We have an Sbundance of medical suppies and fooq ems § | rnking water. The area foul smelied and
to assist in the care of children with special needs. We have the water was noticeably dirty -~ and

over 4 pallets ready to go with the average cost of each brackish.  In meeting with various well
pallet being $362. digging programs in Haiti we have been

. ) . . ! ) told that a well cannot be dug due
*Bishop Miot- School supplies including desks, file cabinets, to the hard rock below the surface
tables, and chairs. In additon we have two pallets of ¢ | and the inability to transport heavy
notebooks and paper (and pens) donated from Meijer's

- . . machinery into this isolated
which await shipment to help school programs set up by ® | community. We are going back in
Bishop Miot.

March to meet with one more well
*Port au Prince Fire Department-  we have vinyl mattresses ¢ | digging specialist. Rays of Hope
donated from St. Vincent de Paul in Muskegon! This § |for Haiti and the people of Opac
wonderful - donation accompanies sheets and bedding § |need your prayers.

« donated by a private donor. The sheets and bedding are «
< paid for already, however each mattress costs Rays of Hope v
< for Haiti $105 to ship. There are currently 40 full time §
M members of the Port au Prince fire department who sleep on ®
M the floor or on mats woven of bark at the firehouse station. M
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Third Annual "Haiti Bowl" Fundraiser to help provid e water
purification filter systems to home in Haiti

Saturday, May 16 at Northfield Lanes

2222 Plainfield Avenue, NE Grand Rapids, 49505

Cost is $25 per team of two. This includes appetizers, bowling

ball, and shoes.

Social Hour and Check- in 6-7pm

Bowling begins at 7pm. / Cash bar and 50/50 Tickets available

For reservations please contact Northfield Lane at 616-363-

0003 or Jill Frey- Pulte at 616-677-2487

This year’s special guests from Haiti include Rev. Leriche

Roosevelt, Rev. Rams Lapommeray, and Mr. Junior Jolivard.

Participants are invited to bring a bag of rice or dry beans

to this event and receive a free 50/50 raffle ticke t.
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