THE GRAHD RAPIDS PRESS

SUnCaY. FERRUARY & 3000 [

FREY
‘| HAVE A LOT OF FOND MEMORIES

COMTINUED FROH 1F
panis, staffs the naain comoes-
siom, where drinks ard Fried
foods are dispensed.

Be's besm a flxiure at
Morthfield Lanes for nearly
five decsdes w0 pason and
pari-Hme employes. It also
served as a place ke and his
wife, Fosemary, coubd
their B0 kids without breaking
the bank. The ;2 radsed
thelr children a mileg
rarth of the t-Warld War
I bowling alley that anckors
the norih ecd of Grand Rap-
ids* Chezhire business disirict
on Flainfleld Avenas NE.

Geoerativns of  bowlers
have paironized the &§2-yvear-
ol facllty, which hes been

like a second home for the

Frey family.

Many high school bowlers
i Rheir $tart at Worthfeld —
i serves as home alley for
Horthview and Creston high

(66

the parlicip

ONETRlive
Riss milngam
= PHOTOS: Yiew agaeryof fm
Frey phales.

killed,
| became an
accitental
proprietor.”

— R Frey, of bis ot v
ci-tassed Northlaod Lt with lin
school:  and  Horthpointe
be borieg Al

cenker far O Infdu
raisers, inclading 2 May event
far Rays of Hope that benefics

deeply invelved in the erga-
niratiem, which raites money
for clean drinking warer for

| citizens of Haiti, the poorest

nation in the Western Hemi-

| sphere.

Frey bosts a f.‘olmlmll‘y

Based Qecupational
wwllns lnsw Monday
Tuoesday mornings, and one of
wotks at the

Travellng man: Froy sraps
caighiar Maoris on his back
far a hike while vacatianing
11 Eniniian, i Lo
County, in summer 1093,
Masiais tho oldaest of Sm and
Mary Frine's six chifdren.,

bowling alley 2 couple of
lmes a week, CROT i a
Grand Raplds Puhlie Sebooks
vingiusd vductive program
that provides job mmm )
impaired young adults,
"I one of owr beiter

NORTHFIELD LanES
COCKTAIL LOUNGE |
CON GEE]‘_S
£ JIM FREY
E: 39.0_' B : EAME

Tima o talk: Jim Frey talks with his wife, Mary, at the dining room table of their Grand Repids home. Daughter Julla, 5, sits
on Man's [ap a3 daeghters Maria, 1, and Christing, 10, pist plastic on the windows. Thi Freys also have ancthor daughien
Laura, B, and two sang, Dan, B, and David, whao twns 3 on Fob, 13,

leaguss, ac at least 1 ecjoy
them becauze of the emthusi-
wmm” Jimo Frey sald “I'm
_pull‘y praud of that baagoe®
rey alio serves on

Eh::ssv:d Sacrament  school
‘board and firance council and
i peasurer of his nelghbos-
heod zssociation, called Wil
lage at Cross Creck Morth, He
gven eoaghed 2 Morthern
Linle League icam of glrls
aged 5 and 6,

When Frey, & 1934 North-
view Hi School graduate
with a bachalar's degees in -
mnge from GVSUL amd iz
mhcrs I;m;ihr ke ME

¢-nearly 14 vears ago, il
Cheshire Village Businezs As-
sociator was In Ms Infamcy.
Frey served as president and
tressurer af ibe asseciabon.

Commiznity-minded

“Him iz always thinking of
the communily and of the
businesses in Cheshire Vil
lage” il Jackie  Meedham,
an area resldent wha works ar
Saint Mary's Health Care asa
reglstered  ougee. “Many
restaurants/siores have
clased in that guaint Cheshire
areq, bt Monthlield Lanes 3
aa%mlyﬁmmd place

at % fpoing stroag.”

Frey iz a proponent of com-
munity imvolvement; ke vol-
unteers at Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church, All Saints

Academy and in ibe busicess
district.

*He has many, furdralsers
atihe lanes ta kelp local char-
itiee," Needham said, “He is
selfless with his  money,
whether it be at church. or
thresigh wark.” ]

The other family anchar,
Blessed Sacrament church, is
less than n mile from the
bowling aliey. IU's 'n.fh.err:

wile, il Former
Keelzer, spent her childh
starting 3t xge m.]nrtviimc
:mm Ym:h::i" ﬁihcar

er plaving at 11 im.
s on Sundays.

Llke Frey, Mary, 43, conses
from 2 large German Cathollc
family wilh strong tics 1o the
Hortheast Side. Mary s No. 7
m‘ll.kuts.sh.tad Jisn married
im 1934 at Blessed Sacrament
and, Rn 2 while, enjoyed
msavie nights, sofiball, bowl-
ing and dining out.

“Thon the kiddos arcived,”
Frey says, He and Mary and
their six kids — ages X101l —
e I= g close-knin neiphboe-
huod east of Perkins Aveouc
WE  between Leonard and
Knapp sireeis, sbowt 25 miles
frem the bowling alley.

Frey [apgles his sehedule
50 he can take the Kids o
sehoal Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, o job he shases with
Mike Koelzer, his brothez-in-
law, Koclzes runs Ky Phar-
macy on T‘binﬂcld Nvdwrs

TEAT .

Slugging It aut: Froy loves playing sedtball and has a mighty
Swirk 1o prove it Froy, wha played Left fiald in a city saftbail

Toagum, 5 oo time-siragped &

o piay these days, though ha

exercises sl times a woek ang Bawls,

00 and war Fray is ol smiles standing in frant of the

marques for Northiield Lanes touting & 300 gama. which ho
sallid during & Suaday réght league with Mary as his partrer.
Tho perfect gama, bawled Fob, 11, 1996, was also his fakhor's

G-dth birthday.

Girls! mlght out? Jim, lodt,
and older brather John get
raady for Hallgwogn in this
photo taken about 1968

Alln tha tamlly: Jim Froy i Mo, 7.of 10 kigs born botwoen 1954 and 1371, Tnulumll;rnf'll'
appears in this phats 1aken Abaut 1972, From left, dane, 5ill, mam Rasemany, sister
Bacomario. Jormy Jime Jean Jodin Joanm, dad Bk Anckio ano o

M s U EraUD am .tm.
.md. gets 1o the bowling allay
by & aam. Morming leagucs gel
under way at 10 am. If ke
needs quier, he trles a L6
ounce glss filled with black
calfes Wdtfﬁﬂ Nmmg at
am £l Cm a -
ing 'Eﬁ““ﬂ&f which doesn't
open until 2 pm

His offics is 2 cramped rec-
tangle ihat overlocks the la-
lane alley. It's noisy even with
the door closed. Frey relles on
ESPN sports radie fe mask
the dim.

An easyolng boss

On Monday, Wednesday f

asd Friday, he beaves by il
i mr:h Mumﬂt;owl;ﬂmvl-;lk
rive 1o the n
ing alley he bwnhl in Seps
tember 2005 Sherman Bowl-
ing Cenler, on West Sherman
Boulaward, less than a mile
west of Dusiness Loop U5, 31,
ks alsa 2 oelghborbood land-
mark.
The wwe lachides provide
jobs for 75 mostly part-ime
poople. The Mu she
l.‘]ll hest the  men's  slate
b ling Lournansent i 2000,
*I'ms Jucky; I found goed
emplayees, sa T doa't work
enany Blghis” Froy gakd,
Employess are just as com-
plimentary, deseribing Frey as
a fair, easygoing boss who
takes eane af his workerns,
E‘rc}'ﬂlll bawls In the same
‘Tuesday evening league he
Jelned 22 years a0, A teame
male i Tony Vicar, 76, the
bowling alley's formser man-
ager whi was Jim's boss when
he worked at the bowling al-
ley duging kis school days.
"We had a great time nan-
ring this plece, 2nd [ bave a
lot of fond and fun memories
oa‘%-hmhm.' Frw[:;!iﬁ- i
& COMmUniE miar]
LEEved 38 3 unmjf: symballc
tribate to butice<s partners

| JAMES
PUBLIC

haneymaan in May 1956,

The honsymeanir: Jim stands in frant of a Sian for Jamaes
Island during a trip to Chardoston, 5.C, during his and Mary's

ENTERING

ISLAND
SERVICE DISTRICT

TlID'lE man: Froy bs amuslclmHenIerunmctm high
school and brothor Jurry, lowor right, plaved brembend, The
beathaes are shawn here bn downtesn Grand Raplds for

Festival of the Arts on Chlder

Plaza in June, 1884, Fray's

cldar ehfdran tako pland lossons, and their meoather is &
prafessional musician, playing organ at Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church on Diamond Avaraig NE,

broshers amd  friends, who,
like Frey, considered Noath-
fiedd 2 second heme,
Faced with seemingly in-
summoancahle iragedy, Frey
wouzht 2olace from ki famsly

and fafih He relies on both
the way a bowler selics on a
welloiled lane; you can't get
far withesat it

[~ e jhos an T pe i 4 Sonm



