3RD ANNUAL HAITI BowL FUNDRAISER PROVIDES
WATER WELLS AND WATER FILTER SYSTEMS TO
COMMUNITIES IN HAITI!

Saturday, May 16, 6-9pm
Your participation in Northfleld Lanes

this event will help

save the lives of 2222 Plainfield Avenue, NE
families in Haiti. Grand Rapids, 49505

Cost is $15 per person.
This includes lots of appetizers, an evening of ente rtainment, bowling
ball, and shoes.

The social hour, appetizers and check- in begin at 6pm.
Bowling fun begins at 7pm.

Cash bar

50/50 Tickets available- lots of great prizes!

100% of money raised will go to help the people of Haiti
Special guest clergy from Haiti will participate and share
about their communities in Haiti
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For reservations please contact Northfield Lanes at 616-363-0003 or
Jill Frey- Pulte at 616-677-2487

Guests are invited to bring a bag of rice ordry.be - ans and receive a
free 50/50 raffle ticket!
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Sea Container Update

Our March Container arrived in Port au Prince on April 21 and at the time of this
newsletter; our staff in Haiti is working to clear the container through Haitian
Customs. Our shipping dates are approximations because we can only ship
supplies when we have a full container and the funds to pay for the container.
Currently Rays of Hope for Haiti has three needs associated with the sea container
ministry.

1.

2.

Your prayers- The effective prayer of a righteous person can accomplish
much. James 5:16

Supplies - Last newsletter we reported an abundance of supplies in the
warehouse. They were shipped, but we are still getting calls from programs,
religious leaders, and teachers in Haiti who desperately need help. Recently the
Haitian ambassador to the UN told the Security Council that 78 percent of his
countrymen live below the poverty level—making less than two dollars a day—
and the country’s unemployment is 80 percent. A World Food Program
representative told the council some 2.8 million Haitians are malnourished and
cut off from roads, markets and basic services. (Shabazz, 4/22/09) Haitians
remain in desperate need of the necessities of life such as food, water, work,
education, and housing. Rays of Hope is asking you to partner with us by
providing dry staple food supplies such as rice, beans, flour, brown sugar, and
powdered milk. We can also use canned meat, evaporated milk, and canned
tomatoes. Non-food items needed, at this time, are lumber and tools. It is not
too early to think about school supplies either. We have a program near Cite
Soliel which will introduce fifty children to school for the first time. The children
are desperately poor and in need of backpacks, school supplies and shoes.
Our sewing schools need lightweight materials and sewing supplies.

The third greatest need is funding to ship these supplies to Haiti. The cost to
ship supplies is calculated at $8 per cubic foot of space utilized. If you can help
or if you know of a resource that can help translate dollars into immediate
assistance for the people of Haiti we would be so grateful.

Teddy Bears for Haiti

Stephanie Saumier of St. Paul the Apostle
recently blessed us with a wonderful gift
from the heart. She collected over 120
teddy bears for distribution to the children
of St. Therese School in Plaissance, Haiti.
We are honored to deliver these supplies
for Stephanie and we thank God for her
heart of love and compassion!

Shoes, shoes, shoes!
Thank you to St. Paul the Apostle, Our
Lady of the Lake, and Thornapple
Evangelical Covenant Church for their
Lenten shoe drive. The total exceeded
850 pairs of shoes, and all were donated
for school children in Haiti. The shoes will
be distributed to children in Port de Paix
and on the island of La Gonave! ¥

Come with us on the Hug a Child 2010
orphanages and children’s hospitals. Your presence
healing. This trip will include one travel day with
Cite Soleil) taking them out of the slums for a day
where they are the guests of honor! This trip is d
the opportunities in Haiti and demonstrate the posi
make on another person’s life. This will be a “heart
experience. There is minimal travel in Haiti for th
outreach are January 5-12, 2010. Cost is $1500 per

Calling all Grandparents and People who Love Holding Babies!
outreach to Haiti!  We’re visiting various
there is the greatest gift of
the children of CASEDHAI (near
filled with fun and excitement
esigned to introduce people to
tive impact that one person can
-warming” and life changing
is outreach. The dates for this
person from Grand Rapids.

Macy's Discount
Our friends at Camp Bow Wow and Macy’s
(David and Cindi Haynes) donated several
25% Macy's discount coupons. The
discount is valid April 29 through May 4.
Please let us know if you would like one of
the discount cards by contacting Doug at
616-633-4258 or emalil at
doug@raysofhopeforhaiti.com. We will get
one to you right away. A special thanks to
David who manages Camp Bow Wow in
Grand Rapids and Cindi who is a store
manager for Macy’s at the Woodland Mall.

Chans Patrick Jr.

Little Chans Patrick Jr. came to the US on April 16, 2009. Chans and Rays of Hope for Haiti volunteer,
Darlene Scharfschwendt, arrived at the Gerald Ford International Airport greeted by many well wishers and
media! Chans was found by Rays of Hope for Haiti Associate Director Patrick Azalphat. Chans was part of
a litter of pups orphaned at birth. Since Patrick was involved in our first dog rescue of Titi in 2008, he knew
that he could find Chans a nice home in Michigan. Sparta mayor, Mr. Leonard Meyer, and his wife, Mary-
ann jumped at the opportunity to welcome Chans into their home.

Chans will join Titi for future Haiti presentations to youth groups, scouts, and other civic meetings. If you
are interested in having the Titi and Chans presentation for your group please contact us at 616-633-4258.




Medical Donation Resource Center Update
Our Medical Donation Resource Center is growing each
day. We are so grateful for the help provided, especially
from our co-Directors, Ms. Joanne Brasic, RN and Ms.
Elizabeth Grinzel, RN. Each week we have nurses
including Mary-Ann Bishop, RN and Shirley Burnham
helping sort through medical supplies. One of our
greatest needs is shelving. There is ample space for the
supplies; however, without proper shelving, valuable
space is lost. If you know of any industrial type shelving
that we can use please contact either Doug Porritt (616)
633-4258 or Joanne Brasic at 616-791-0209.
Our goal is to hold an open house in the autumn 2009.
Our dear friends at the Kent County Medical Alliance
have been great supporters of our work and have
volunteered to help us plan and prepare for this open
house.
On Friday, May 8- 12:15- 2:15 Students from the East
Grand Rapids Middle School _ will participate in their
annual Day of Caring. They have graciously included
Rays of Hope for Haiti as one of the receiving agencies.
We will have approximately 25 young people helping in
the Medical Donation Resource Center. We need
additional people with some medical knowledge to
volunteer for these two hours to help with the recognition,
sorting and shelving of medical supplies. If you can assist
please contact Joanne Brasic at 616-791-0209 or 0
mspicc@sbcglobal.net. :
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Bucket Brigade Thanks Partners!
The Bucket Brigade is a Rays of Hope for

Haiti partnership with local businesses that
provide 5-gallon buckets. These buckets are
then distributed to organizations that
volunteer to fill the buckets with staple food
items, such as rice and beans. The buckets
are returned to Rays of Hope for Haiti and
shipped via our sea container program. Once
the buckets reach their destination they are
distributed to communities free of charge.
Thank you to the following businesses for
their support of the Bucket Brigade:

Family Fare- 2755 Lake MI Dr. GR, 49504
Subway- 1628 Leonard NW. GR, 49504
Burger King- 1209 Leonard NW. GR,

49504

Arnie’s Bakery- 815 Leonard NW. GR,
49504

Affordable Feast Catering- 1600 Alpine
NW. GR, 49504

Panera Bread- 3150 Alpine NW. GR, 49544
Perkins- 3300 Alpine NW. GR, 49544
Michael’'s Deli- 2255 Alpine NW. GR 49544
Susie’s Cafe- 1120 Knapp NE. GR, 49505

Jimmy John’s- 1533 Wealthy SE. GR,
49506

D & W- 2181 Wealthy St SE. EGR, 49506

Olive’'s Restaurant - 2162 Wealthy SE.
EGR 49506

Yesterdog- 1505 Wealthy SE. EGR, 49506

Wealthy Street Bakery- 610 Wealthy
SE.GR, 49503

Thank you Volunteers Workers
The warehouse is buzzing with
volunteers! Recently we were honored
to welcome young people from both St.
Stephen Parish in East Grand Rapids,
and Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
in Belmont as they have donated their
time and talents working in our
warehouse.
What a joy to work with these young
people who are eager to help and
make a change.
If you would like to volunteer please
contact us at (616) 633-4258
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Thank You to Sparta and Kent
City Fire Departments

Rays of Hope for Haiti extends a
special thank you to both the
Sparta and Kent City Fire
Departments for their generous
gift of fire gear including uniforms,
hoses, and air tanks for delivery
to the Port au Prince Fire
Department. Right now we also
have 20 mattresses to ship to the
fire department, but we need
financial assistance to get these
supplies to the fire fighters. We
are also hoping to send them food
items as the brave personnel of
the Port au Prince Fire
Department lack much at their fire
station.




